Sing It!
READ:
In the Mississippi Delta, African American farmers sang and chanted in the fields. Overtime, they began to
add guitars, harmonicas, and drums to these songs. This created a new musical genre called the Blues which
spread from the South to northern cities like Chicago. “Sweet Home Chicago” is a blues song first recorded
by Robert Johnson in 1936. It became very popular and the unofficial song of the city. Since Johnson's
record, it has been performed and recorded by many musicians and has appeared in movies and on
television. Later versions changed some of the lyrics and incorporated each artist‘s personal style. Now it is
your turn to make it your own!
DO:
•

•

•

•

Listen to a recording or two of “Sweet Home Chicago” on
YouTube, or other website so you know what it sounds like or ask
an adult to sing it to you!
Write your own “Sweet Home Chicago” lyrics! Choose the
template you want to try or try both! One is fill in the blank, the
other is made for you to do more writing.
Prepare to go on stage! Find some fun things to wear like a hat or
sunglasses. If you have a toy microphone, grab it or make one
using cardboard and tinfoil, or just use a hair brush!
Perform your song for your family. If you can record yourself, you
can also have a family jam night with everyone writing and singing
together.

Approx. Time: 30—45 minutes
Materials:
 My “Sweet Home Chicago”
Mad Lib and Lyrics
 Writing Supplies
 Costume Accessories
(optional)
 Microphone Real or
Imaginary (optional)
 You Tube, Music Website to
hear “Sweet Home
Chicago” (optional)

SHARE:
•
•

Send your recording to family members to brighten their day.
Post a pictures of your new song, your recording or photos from your in home concert on social media
with the hashtag #CHMatHomeFamilies!
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